
Rev e la tion 3:1-6

My trip to visit my dad in Florida – Went to church Sunday morn ing – Only one in church with a Bi ble

The preacher talked for about 10 min utes us ing the Scrip ture read ings printed in the bul le tin

A man came up to me af ter ward and said, “The Church is Growing!” – I thought to my self, “Growing what?” –
To matoes?

The church was dead

Sardis was a church that was dead

I. The Lord’s Dire Warning

A) The Lord ad dresses the church is Sardis as the One hold ing the 7 Spirits (v. 1)

1) These are rep re sen ta tive of the Holy Spirit – The One who gives spir i tual life

a) Je sus is the giver of the Holy Spirit – The only only One who can bring true spir i tual life to a dead church

“If the Spirit of Him who raised Je sus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Je sus from the
dead will also give life to your mor tal bod ies through the Spirit who dwells in you.” (Rom. 8:11)

2) Je sus is also hold ing the 7 stars – These are the pas tors of the churches – The key to bring ing spir i tual life

3) Im me di ately at the be gin ning Je sus pres ents Him self as the so lu tion for this dead church – The Spirit of God

a) This is the need for all Chris tians of all time – The life of the Spirit of God in our hearts

With out the work ing and the in ner life of the Spirit of God – Any church or per son will end up dead spir i tu -
ally

B) This is what hap pened to the church at Sardis (v. 1)

1) They had a name that they were alive

2) Per haps they were as so ci ated with a great man or movement of God

To day that would be like Lu ther(an) – Methodist (Wes ley) – Hauge – But now a name is all they had

Je sus tells them straight up that they are dead spir i tu ally – Had to be a sting ing re buke!

3) The church at Sardis was not void of works – Je sus knew their deeds

a) They had good deeds for the Sav ior in the past (v. 2)

b) Now they had works that were about to die

c) This means that this church started out well as a true spir i tual work – They had a good start

d) Most of what they now had was al ready spiritually dead – Some of the rest was about to die

Je sus says that He had not found their works COM PLETED in God’s sight

In other words – Je sus gave them a work to do – and they started out upon that

But now they had come to a screech ing hault – Spir i tual life was wan ing

C) Re veals to us that Je sus looks be yond the mere out ward ac tiv ity to the very heart of the peo ple in the church (v. 2)

Je sus knows what the stan dard is that is for life and work in the church – I KNOW

Je sus also weighs each per son’s work out in the sight of God

It is n’t enough to be simply go ing through the mo tions of going to church and do ing ev ery thing cor rect as so -
ci ated with church life

Are the peo ple spir i tu ally alive with the Spirit of God or not? – For Sardis, it was NO!

How is it that a spir i tu ally alive church be comes spir i tu ally dead?

1) Spir i tual death hap pens when we deny that the Bi ble is the Word of God

“SO then faith co mes by hear ing, and hear ing by the Word of God” (Rom. 10:17)



2) Spir i tual death hap pens when peo ple are de ceived about sal va tion

“By grace are you saved, through faith, and that not of your selves; it is the gift of God, not of owrks, lest any
man should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9)

When any thing or any way is pre sented as how a per son can get to heaven other than repenting of their sins and
re ceiv ing Christ as their Sav ior – Then spir i tual death comes

3) Spir i tual death co mes when sin is ex cused – Peo ple are de luded into think ing they can con tinue to live in sin
with no re pen tance

“For if we goon sin ning will fully af ter re ceiv ing the knowl edge of the truth, there no lon ger remains a sac ri fice
for sins, but a cer tain ter ri fy ing ex pec ta tion of judg ment, and the fury of a fire which will con sume the ad ver -
sar ies.” (Heb. 10:26-27)

4) Spir i tual death co mes when we have dead or tho doxy

You can have the cor rect doc trine with out it be ing ap plied to peo ple’s lives

No tice that Je sus did n’t cor rect this church for false teach ing or gross sin – Like He did some of the oth ers

Their cor rect teach ing was spir i tu ally dead

II The Lord’s Ear nest Admonition

A) Je sus has no words of com men da tion for this church! – That’s what He thinks about churches which lose
their spir i tual vitality

In stead – The Lord gives them His coun sel on how to rem edy this dire situation

1) Wake Up! (v. 2) – The peo ple had fallen asleep in their spir i tual lives

When you’re asleep – You not ac tively engaged in con ver sa tion or life

This is how Je sus de scribed them – Asleep at the switch

2) Strengthen that which re mains (v. 2)

This is the very last thing they had to cling to – The very ba sics of their Chris tian faith

In other words – The very foun da tion – Who God is – What Je sus has done – What it takes to have for give ness
of sins and eter nal life

Be cause this was also at the brink of go ing to die as well

Then this church would be noth ing more than a re li gious Lion’s Club

3) Re mem ber the Past (v. 3) – What it was like when spir i tual life used to abound

a) When there was growth into the like ness of Christ

b) When there was a pas sion for souls

c) When there was fel low ship with the suf fer ings of Christ

Je sus de scribes it as what they re ceived – Sal va tion from  Him – What they Heard – God’s Word for ac -
cu rate in struc tion on how to Live in Christ

4) Re pent (v. 3)

Turn around from your dead form of life less re li gion back to Liv ing Chris tian ity that al ters peo ple and changes
lives and glo ri fies God

B) Je sus also adds a very dire warn ing if they won’t wake up (v. 3) – You will be spir i tu ally blind

1) You won’t know when the com ing of Christ will hap pen

2) Je sus isn’t tell ing us that we can know the ex act time of His com ing

3) Rather, He is tell ing peo ple like that won’t be ready to meet Him when ever that hap pens – Per sonal death or
His per sonal re turn

To the soul who is spiritually alive and awake – The Scrip ture says, “And now, lit tle chil dren, abide in Him, so
that when He ap pears, we may have con fi dence and not shrink away from Him at His com ing.” (1 John 2:28)

When you are spir i tu ally asleep – You won’t be ready to meet Christ and will shrink away from Him



III The Lord’s Gra cious Reward

A) Je sus com mends the faith ful few who are still alive in Sardis (v. 4) – Even in dead churches, there are true be liev ers

1) In spite of most peo ple in the church grow ing cold & dead – They have re mained true

Je sus prom ises spe cial bless ings upon ev ery be liever who will re main true to Him – Don’t you want Je sus to
look upon you this way?

1) Dressed in white gar ments (vv. 4-5)

Look up pas sage from Isa iah?

a) This is the robe of righ teous ness that we are clothed with – The ab so lute per fec tion of Je sus all our un -
righ teous ness

b) This spe cial bless ing means that we can stand ab so lutely per fect be fore God

We are cov ered over with Je sus righ teous ness and viewed as pure (white)

2) Not Hav ing Our Name Erased out of the Book of Life (v. 5)

a) This is the book that de ter mines if you get to heaven or not

“And noth ing un clean and no one who prac tices abom i na tion and ly ing shall ever come into [heaven], but
only those whose names are writ ten in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” (Rev. 21:27)

b) How sad and how tragic it will be when peo ple once had their names writ ten in it

But when Judg ment day ar rives – IT HAS BEEN ERASED!!! – WHY?

Be cause they lost the faith that they once had

Imag ine to stand fully ex pec tant to en ter in – But Je sus can’t find your name in His Book!

Peo ple who were once spiritually alive – Once knew the Lord – But waned into spir i tu ally death

Imag ine the feel ing that will go through them! – Es pe cially when it’s too late to do any thing about it

Faith in Je sus is not just a one-time de ci sion – It is your whole life

3) Hav ing Je sus Con fess our Names Be fore God (v. 5)

Je sus told His dis ci ples, “Ev ery one who con fesses Me be fore men, I will also con fess him be fore my Fa ther
who is inn heaven.  But who ever shall deny Me be fore men, I will also deny him be fore my Fa ther who is in
heaven.” (Matt. )

To those who re main spir i tu ally alive – Je sus will con fess them be fore God on that great day

CON CLU SION

A) Do we hear what the Spirit of God is say ing to us as a church and as an in di vid ual?

1) The church at Sardis was a dead church – All they had was a name

2) On the out side, ev ery thing was still work ing – Yet most of the peo ple were spir i tu ally dead

3) Je sus sol emnly warned those who remained this way:

a) Will not have the Robe of Righ teous ness

b) Will have their names erased from the Book of Life

c) Will be de nied by Je sus be fore God

In other words – These re li gious, church go ing peo ple were lost and head ing for hell

Many of them ear nest peo ple – But still spir i tu ally dead

Je sus did n’t re buke them for im mo ral ity or false teach ing – But they were still dead

B) What about us? – Are we a church of dead or tho doxy?

We have cor rect doc trine – With no spir i tual life

C) What about you? – Are you spir i tu ally alive to day? – Does Je sus live in your heart Now?

1) Have you con fessed your sins and re ceived Christ as your Sav ior?

2) Are you con tin u ing your life in Him? – Or have you grown cold & dead spir i tu ally

3) Is your spir i tual life a past ex pe ri ence and not a pres ent re al ity?


